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In March of 2019, we took over the executive directorship of the International Consortium
for Research in Science & Mathematics Education (ICRSME). Several months later, Dr. Molly
Weinburgh and Dr. Michael Kamen, former editors of the Electronic Journal of Science Edncation (EJSE),
proposed that EJSE become the flagship journal of ICRSME and its scope be expanded to include
mathematics education. From that suggestion, EJSE became the Electronic Journal for Research in Science
& Mathematics Education (EJRSME) and for the last five years, we have been the editors of EJRSME.
In this, our last editorial, we reflect on our five-year tenure as editors and express our gratitude to the
community of colleagues who have contributed to the evolution of EJRSME.

ICRSME and EJRSME

The mission of ICRSME centers on international collaboration in science and mathematics
education:

The mission of the International Consortium for Research in Science and Mathematics
Education (ICRSME) is the advancement of science and mathematics education in the
participating countries. This mission is based on the premise that all peoples can benefit from
the knowledge and experiences of their local, national, and international colleagues. ICRSME
focuses on programs for development, innovation initiatives, and shared resource

opportunities. ICRSME, 2024, para. 1)

With ICRSME taking on the publication of EJRSME, the purview of the journal changed to reflect
the mission of ICRSME:

EJRSME publishes manuscripts relating to issues in science/mathematics education and
science/mathematics teacher education from early childhood through the university level
including informal science and environmental education. EJRSME reviews original science
and mathematics education manuscripts that report meaningful research, present research
methodology, develop theory, and explore new perspectives and teaching strategies.
(EJRSME, 2024, para. 1)

In our conversation with Dr. Donna Berlin, one of the founders and long-time organizer of ICRSME,
she succinctly described the mission of ICRSME: “If I had to pick two words, it would be
collaboration and sharing. That's what was the initial mission and goals” (Quebec Fuentes & Bloom,

© 2024 International Consortium for Research in Science & Mathematics Education ICRSME)



i QUEBEC FUENTES & BLOOM

2021b, p. 5). This foundation of collaboration and sharing has been extended to the work of EJRSME
and is grounded in the idea of communities of practice (Quebec Fuentes & Bloom, 2021a).

Wenger et al. (2002) define communities of practice as “groups of people who share a concern,
set of problems, or passion about a topic, and who deepen their knowledge and expertise in this area
by interacting on an ongoing basis” (p. 4). Wenger et al. (2002) elaborate further on the critical
components of communities of practice: “a domain of knowledge, which defines a set of issues; a
community of people who care about this domain; and the shared practice that they are developing to
be effective on their domain” (p. 27). Under the auspices of ICRSME, the multiple stakeholders, who
are involved with the publication of EJRSME, form a community of practice. Specifically, they form
a community of people who are passionate about the domains of science, mathematics, and STEM
education and who contribute to the publication of research, practitioner, and theoretical pieces that
support the advancement of the aforementioned fields.

In communities of practice, “learning is viewed as distributed among many participants within
the community in which people with diverse expertise (i.e., experts, novices, and those in between)
are transformed through their own actions and those of other participants” (Buysee et al., 2003, p.
2606). Dr. Berlin’s description of the efforts during ICRSME Consultations reflects this view of
learning:

We were collaborating on research; we wanted to share the research. With the Consultations, we were able to
share it to a wider andience. We were able to get feedback from other people as well and see what other people
were doing related to what we were doing. Because it was research-based, it was all of benefit, really beneficial
to all the people that were participating ... college and university [faculty], ... K-12 classroom teachers, ...
gradnate students. (Quebec Fuentes & Bloom, 2021b, p. 5)

EJRSME is another mechanism for learning in and enhancing the fields of science, mathematics, and
STEM education. The various stakeholders contributing to the publication of EJRSME (e.g., authors,
reviewers, Associate Editors, Copyeditors, and Editors) learn through and with one another as articles
progress through the revision process. Such a process requires trust and respect as the EJRSME
stakeholders communicate openly and critically (Palinscar et al., 1998; Wenger et al., 2002). Dr. Donna
Berlin further explained the nature of interactions between ICRSME friends:

The special part of it, to me and I think for many other people, was the collegial and supportive relationships.
Everybody was there to help everybody else to get tenure, to get things published, to do better research, do better
writing ... that's the unigue part of [I[CRSME)], everybody was really there to support one another. (Quebec
Fuentes & Bloom, 2021b, pp. 3-4).

Similarly, we view the work of EJRSME through a mentor mindset, clearly articulating our mission and
goals, valuing the work of authors and those who provide feedback to authors, and maintaining
rigorous standards (Yeager, 2024). The support of our colleagues in their academic endeavors is
achieved through trust and respect and is a hallmark of ICRSME and, in turn, of EJRSME as well.

Evolution of EJRSME

The publication of EJRSME involves a community of volunteers. When we took on the
editorship of the journal, we built this community and streamlined the responsibilities of these
volunteers. First, the journal has multiple editors, at least one responsible for all science education
submissions and at least one responsible for all mathematics education submissions. Each editor
works with a team of Associate Editors who are responsible for facilitating the review process for
individual articles, including assigning each article to at least two reviewers. For a detailed account of


https://ejrsme.icrsme.com/article/view/22480

FIRST FIVE YEARS OF EJRSME i

the publication process, see Bloom and Quebec Fuentes (2023). The change in scope and editorial
structure required us to build and maintain teams of Associate Editors (with three-year terms) with
expertise in science education or mathematics education. Early on in our tenure as editors, the
COVID-19 pandemic occurred, causing difficulties in obtaining reviewers for articles in a timely
manner (Flaherty, 2022). In response to this issue, we recently started to build an Editorial Review
Board (ERB). Members of the ERB commit to regularly reviewing articles for EJRSME over a three-
year period. These efforts continue.

In addition to the changes in journal focus, editorial team, and name, EJRSME was also
transformed visually to align with ICRSME branding. In 2019, a graphic design student at Dallas
Baptist University (DBU), Alex Stephens, worked with us to develop a prototype of the current
ICRSME branding. Later, Dr. Jonathan Crocker, then a doctoral student at Texas Christian University
(TCU), modified this early design to incorporate the current blue and green color scheme. The Cin
the ICRSME logo represents a desk globe and its stand with the globe highlighting the area of the
world in which ICRSME Consultations are held (left side of Figure 1). The new partner logo for
EJRSME incorporates both the color scheme and iconic desk globe letter C (right side of Figure 1).

Electronic Journal
for Research in
Science &
Mathematics
Education

The journal itself also received a facelift. The cover of the journal was redesigned by Dr. Dusty
Crocker, Design Professor of Professional Practice at TCU, to reflect the new branding of ICRSME
and EJRSME, emphasizing their connection (left side of Figure 2). Again, the background image of
Earth focuses on the geographic region where ICRSME Consultations are conducted with Panama,
the site of the first Consultation held under our directorship, prominently displayed. The interior of
the journal was also reformatted with a new article template that includes the ICRSME logo and fresh
font and color-scheme (right side of Figure 2). To complete the coordination between ICRSME and
EJRSME, we created the ICRSME website and revised the EJRSME website, linking the two.

Figure 1

ICRSME and EJRSME 1ggos

eRSME

Interr]ational Consortiun] for Resea-rch in
Science & Mathematics Education

Figure 2

EJRSME Cover and New Article Template
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We streamlined the publication timeline with four quarterly issues (Spring, Summer, Fall, and
Winter) each typically containing five articles. Two categories of articles are accepted:
Research/Empirical and Practice/Theoretical. The latter category opened an outlet for pieces that are
not empirical yet align with the aforementioned revised scope and meet the standards of a rigorous
peer-review process. We also facilitated the publication of three special issues. The first special issue
stemmed from our quick response to the COVID-19 pandemic. We issued a call for shorter
practitioner pieces through which educators shared how they transitioned their practice to virtual
learning environments. The articles appeared across two issues of EJRSME in Summer and Fall of
2020 (left side of Figure 3). In Fall of 2021, Mark and guest editor, Dr. Ian Binns, published a series
of articles, at the intersection of science and religion, authored by participants in the Sinai and Synapses
Fellowship (right side of Figure 3). Finally, Dr. Jonathan Crocker served as guest editor for the third
special issue (Spring 2023) on critical rhetorics in science and mathematics education. We invite you
to consider serving as a guest editor for a special issue of EJRSME.

Figure 3

Covers for Two of the Special Issues
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Expressing our Gratitude

As previously mentioned, the publication of each issue of EJRSME requires a community of
colleagues who choose to dedicate their time and service to the journal. We use this last section of our
final editorial to express our gratitude to these colleagues. First, we thank Dr. Molly Weinburgh and
Dr. Michael Kamen, who had the foresight to see the potential of expanding the scope of the journal
and merging it with ICRSME.

The process from article submission, through review, and then to publication would not
function without a Managing Editor. Dr. Jonathan Crocker served as the first Managing Editor while
he was completing his doctoral studies in Curriculum Studies at TCU. He learned the publication
platform, designed the article template, and oversaw the logistics of bringing an issue to publication.
We greatly appreciate how Jonathan paved the way for the daily operations and subsequent Managing
Editors. The second Managing Editor was Dr. Morgan Jansing, who was also completing her doctoral
studies in Science Education at TCU. She seamlessly transitioned to the role with Jonathan’s support,
learning the systems and continuing the charge of coordinating communications and article
publication. We are especially grateful to Morgan for dedicating time beyond what was contracted to
support the changeover to the new editorial team.

We appreciate the authors from around the world for choosing EJRSME as an outlet for their
work, the foundation for the journal. The peer-review process of these articles is critical to maintaining
the integrity of EJRSME. The Associate Editors oversee the review process for each article from
soliciting and communicating with reviewers, synthesizing reviewer feedback, and making
recommendations for publication. We recognize the three-year (or more) commitments of our
mathematics education, science education, and statistics Associate Editors (Appendix A). In particular,
we want to acknowledge the support of Dr. Robert Wieman, who also took on Editor responsibilities
over the last year. Once an article is accepted, it is templated and copyedited. Dr. Audrey Meador has
served and extended her service commitment as Copyeditor. We appreciate her dedication to
EJRSME as well as her time and attention to detail. Of course, the peer-review process requires the
time and energy of our colleagues in science and mathematics education. We thank the Editorial
Review Board Members (Appendix B) and multitude of reviewers (Appendix C), who have
contributed their expertise to provide thoughtful and constructive feedback on the manuscripts.
Working together, all of these individuals support EJRSME’s contribution to the development of the
fields of science, mathematics, and STEM education.
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Finally, we express our gratitude to the new editorial team from the University of Oklahoma:

Dr. Kelly Feille, Science Education Editor

Dr. Jacob Pleasants, Science Education Editor

Dr. Richard Velasco, Mathematics Education Editor
Madison Morris, Managing Editor

This new team has volunteered their service to EJRSME for a five-year term. In fact, over the
past year, they have already been working diligently in the transition. They have learned the publication
system and processes, managed articles, continued to build the ERB, and taken lead on publishing the
last two issues of this year’s volume. We look forward to their innovation and creativity in these
leadership roles as they also maintain the essence of ICRSME and EJRSME. Join us as we officially
welcome and recognize the new editorial team.
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